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DOE Hires New LTSM
Program Manager
In October 2000, Art Kleinrath joined the U.S. Department of
Energy Grand Junction Office (DOE–GJO) staff as the new
Long-Term Surveillance and Maintenance (LTSM) Program
Manager. Kleinrath replaces Russel Edge who accepted a
position at the DOE Albuquerque Operations Office.

Before coming to Grand Junction, Kleinrath was a Remedial
Project Manager for 10 years at the DOE Mound Office in
Miamisburg, Ohio, and for 5 years with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency in Chicago, Illinois. These positions entailed
the cleanup, disposal, and transfer of title of government sites.

“The bulk of my work entailed dealing with government regulators and the public,”
said Kleinrath. At Mound, he was instrumental in assisting with the transition of
that DOE site to private ownership. DOE Headquarters adopted the land transfer
processes developed at Mound.

Because his work at the Mound Office was winding down, Kleinrath was looking for
new challenges when the Grand Junction position opened up. The two DOE sites are
similar because Grand Junction is now going through a comparable site transition.
“When we started this process at Mound, it was unformed and unfocused,” said
Kleinrath. “I feel I can contribute the experience and knowledge developed at Mound
to the Grand Junction process.” However, he does say that each site is unique and
requires action on its own terms.

Kleinrath’s goal for the LTSM Program is to help Grand Junction become the cultur-
ally accepted center for long-term maintenance of postclosure sites. “I’d like to see
a culture develop where sites that are planning to close automatically know to look
to GJO for their long-term maintenance needs,” he said. He feels his strength is in
forming groups and bringing together collective agendas into one. Kleinrath said,
“The key to long-term stewardship is the dissemination of information and the
usefulness of that information. I look forward to continuing the high standards for
stewardship set by the program and to contributing to resolving the problems still
faced by the stewardship community.”

Kleinrath holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Natural Resources Systems Management
from the University of Michigan and a Master’s Degree in Environmental Engineering
from the University of Florida. His bachelor’s degree focused on the modeling of
natural systems to optimize the degree of environmental protection. Kleinrath sees
this same modeling approach as being applicable to contamination. “DOE is trying to
balance the desire to remove contamination from the environment with the degree of
harm each activity poses to public and the environment,” he said.

In his free time, Kleinrath enjoys working on the Internet website for his wife’s home-
based basket-weaving business, Woven Designs. “My wife Julie teaches basket
weaving nationwide and sells supplies to make baskets,” said Kleinrath. He said she
was excited about the move to Grand Junction because it gave her an opportunity to
reorient her company and to expand her web and mail-order business. The couple
had never been to Colorado before Art’s interview for the LTSM Program position.❖

Art Kleinrath, Program Manager for LTSM Program
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